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UN Summit for the Adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda – Explanatory Note 

 

What is the UN Summit for the Adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda?  

The UN Summit for the Adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda, also known as the Post-2015 Summit, is a 

special meeting of the United Nations General Assembly (GA), one of the primary organs of the United Nations. 

The Summit is specifically tasked with adoption of a document that will replace the Millennium Declaration (2000). 

In 2000, the GA adopted the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as part of the Millennium Declaration, in 

order to shape development efforts until 2015. The Summit for the Adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

will build upon the MDGs framework, while ensuring a sustainable approach to development is being taken across 

the board, including through the creation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to replace the MDGs.  

 

What will happen at the Post-2015 Summit at NWMUN-Seattle 2015?  

NWMUN-Seattle 2015 will simulate a special session of the GA convened to negotiate and draft the Post-2015 

Development Agenda.  A similar outcome document will be drafted at the UN in September 2015; however, it is 

expected that NWMUN-Seattle’s delegates will not simply copy this, but rather develop a unique, comprehensive, 

and innovative document. This will build on the previous development efforts, and learn from the failures and 

successes of the MDGs. It will also complement existing and upcoming negotiations on climate change and the 

development, including the Third International Conference on Financing for Development, the Third UN 

Conference on Disaster and Risk Reduction, and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

Conference on Climate Change (COP21).  
 

Structure of the Post-2015 Outcome Document 

The NWMUN-Seattle 2015 outcome document will include the following 4 components, each representing an 

individual section of the final outcome document and reflecting the sections of the real-world document as well: 

 

Declaration: This section will introduce existing relevant documents and principles relating to the topic. It 

will also acknowledge the shortcomings of previous development agreements, in particular the MDGs. Key 

terms and definitions will also be defined under this section. 

 

Sustainable Development Goals and targets: This section will establish a set of goals along with 

associated indicators and targets to continue on with development efforts following the end of the MDGs, 

with more of an emphasis on sustainable development than their predecessors.  

 

Means of Implementation and Global Partnership for Sustainable Development: This section outlines 

how the agenda will be implemented, who will be involved in the implementation process, and to what 

extent state and non-state actors will be held accountable for the implementation.   

 

Follow-up and review: This section describes the framework that will be used to monitor and oversee the 

implementation of the agenda, and monitor progress in Member States and globally.  

 

Why is NWMUN-Seattle 2015 simulating Post-2015 as an agreement body?  

Each year NWMUN-Seattle simulates an agreement body in order to give delegates with a unique opportunity to 

experience the negotiation process at the international level outside of the traditional UN committee structure. 

Simulating an agreement body focused on the Post-2015 Development Agenda will provide delegates with an 

exciting and challenging opportunity to learn how multilateral treaty negotiations occur with a range of international 

actors. NWMUN prides itself on innovation and educational integrity, and the post-2015 process provides a unique 

way of addressing issues that are also unique, making it a perfect fit for this year’s agreement body. 

 

Many phases of negotiations have already taken place in preparation for the real Summit in September 2015, where 

the UN will adopt the Post-2015 Development Agenda. As this simulation is taking place after this date, delegates 

will have the opportunity to negotiate and reshape ideas and concepts within the outcome document, and address 

challenges or issues that may have not been included in the agenda adopted in September. This year, NWMUN-

Seattle is excited to challenge delegates to create an innovate and unique Post-2015 Development Agenda that will 

be continue with NWMUN’s tradition of providing delegates with realistic and educational simulations.  



 

 

 

How will Post-2015 be simulated at NWMUN-Seattle 2015?  

The schedule of the Post-2015 committee differs from a traditional committee to ensure that the outcome document 

can be negotiated in its entirety, and to reflect the reality of time constraints of the negotiation process. The set 

agenda for the committee is as follows: 

 

Friday, November 20 – Afternoon    Introductory Statements and Declaration 

Friday, November 20 – Evening    Sustainable Development Goals and Targets 

Saturday, November 21 – Morning    Sustainable Development Goals and Targets 

Saturday, November 21 – Afternoon    Means of Implementation and Global Partnership 

Saturday, November 21 – Evening   Follow-up and Review 

Sunday, November 22 – Morning  Consolidation of all Segments, Edits, Amendments    

Sunday, November 22 – Afternoon   Final Amendments and Voting Bloc 

 

There is some flexibility with the schedule for each committee session, in that the committee may move to the next 

section earlier than scheduled. The majority of drafting for each section is expected to take place during its 

designated session; however, edits and revisions can take place during later sessions. Delegates are only able to 

discuss the topic of the current session, however, as it will be the only topic currently recognized on the floor.  

 

What Rules of Procedure will the Post-2015 Summit be using at NWMUN-Seattle 2015? 

The rules of procedure for the Post-2015 Summit will be the same as the rules of the General Assembly for 

NWMUN-Seattle 2015, with the addition of a Summit-specific Addendum with additional rules. The primary 

difference is that the committee will produce a single outcome document, the agenda itself, instead of numerous 

resolutions. The outcome document will be created in segments, which will be voted on individually during voting 

bloc by a simple majority. The final outcome document will be composed of the segments adopted individually, and 

is expected to include each of the sections as described above. There will be a final vote on the overall document; it 

shall require a two-thirds majority to be adopted. 

How do I prepare for the Post-2015 Summit at NWMUN-Seattle 2015?  

You should begin your research by reading the committee’s background guide, available at the NWMUN-Seattle 

website, http://seattle.nwmun.org. After reading the guide, you should look at other sources to broaden this 

knowledge, and learn your country’s position. These other sources include: 

1. Your country’s Foreign Ministry, Refugee/Immigration Ministry, and/or Environmental Ministry website; 

2. Your country’s Permanent Mission to the UN website;  

3. Reports / policy briefs from the UN, NGOs or academic institutions which review the impact of the current 

situation on many countries and major positions of Member States (this list is by no means exhaustive):  

a. https://www.globalpolicy.org/social-and-economic-policy/the-millenium-development-

goals/post-2015-development-agenda.html; 

b. http://www.beyond2015.org/sites/default/files/Post%202015%20Guidelines%20ENG1.pdf  

4. Statements your country, region, or economic group has made during the Post-2015 negotiations: 

a. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2015; 

b. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/sdgsandtargets   

5. Documents created during the intergovernmental negotiations 

a. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/7603Final%20draft%20outcome%20do

cument%20UN%20Sept%20Summit%20w%20letter_08072015.pdf  

 

What do I do if I have more questions?  

If you have questions related to the process we will follow at our conference, position papers, or anything related to 

the conference’s simulation of the Post-2015 Summit, please email the Post-2015 Committee Staff at 

post2015.seattle@nwmun.org.  If you have questions related to the substance or content of the negotiations and 

eventual Post-2015 Development Agenda, the Post-2015 Committee Staff can help you with interpretation of 

information and answers to some basic questions. However, if your question relates to research, the sources 

contained in the Bibliography of the Background Guide, located on our website at the Committees and Topics page, 

are your best option. 

 

Thank you! We look forward to seeing you this November! 
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